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LABIODENTALIZATION AS A VOWEL FEARTURE:
ARTICULAOTRY EVIDENCE FROM RUI’AN WU

HE Youjue

Abstract This paper focuses on the Wu dialect of Rui’an, exploring the idea that labiodental features
can also serve as a distinguishing characteristic in vowel description. The labiodental vowels [w ] in
the Rui’an dialect show significant differences from their corresponding [u y] in both formant structure
and articulatory properties. Since both [w #] and [u y] share labiodental characteristics, traditional
transcription using the syllabic approximant [p] fails to adequately capture their phonetic and
phonological distinctions. Therefore, a vowel-based approach to their description is necessary to
differentiate them. In addition, this study examines the relationship between [w ®] and their
corresponding diphthongs [ow au], revealing that the trajectories of the two are not fully aligned and
show statistically significant differences. [owr ou] are not sequences of two segmental targets, but
dynamic vowels with only a single articulatory target.
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